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Welcome to 2010! Once again UKPN have an activity packed year planned for you. We
are  delighted  to  have  received  a  second  grant  from  the  NERC small  initiatives  fund
towards the continuation of the workshop series. Meanwhile the E & O team have secured
our place at this years science festival.

AGM report
The AGM was be held on 25th January at 1pm at Astronomical Society, Burlington House.
A good turn out saw 18 members gather to plan the events of the coming year. At the AGM
Nanna Karlsson & Angelika Renner  took a  step back from their  roles  as President  &
Finance Co-ordinator respectively. Thanks are extended to both for the work they have
done on committee this past year; we also extend our thanks to Kate Hendry, & Emma
Irvine who stepped down earlier  in  the year,  having done a great  job in  Education &
Outreach. We welcome Amélie Kirchgaessner who was elected our new President, while
Katie Atkinson was elected to Finance group. Matthias Kunz also joins the committee in a
Vice Presidents role. 
At the AGM members approved plans to continue the workshop series; and to continue
working  towards  organizing  postgraduate  summer  schools  in  2011.  We also  intend to
proceed with an application for Charitable status in the UK.



The ever expanding UKPN Committee now comprises;

Alison Banwell, (SPRI, Cambridge) Webmaster 

Allen Pope (SPRI, Cambridge) Web and Workshops 

Angelika Renner,(East Anglia/ BAS) Finance group    

Aisling Dolan (Leeds) Workshops

Amelie Kirchgaessner (BAS) President 

Helen Atkinson (BAS/ East Anglia) Career

Jennifer Hall (Sheffield) Secretary and Newsletter editor

Katie Atkinson (BAS) Finance Co-ordinator 

Libby Jones (East Anglia) Education & Outreach

Matthias Kunz (Newcastle) Vice-President

Nanna B. Karlsson,(Hull /BAS) Web & workshops 

Nicola Lang (BAS) Events Co-ordinator

Richard Gravelle, (Loughborough) Education and Outreach

Richard Morris (Aberdeen) Workshops 

Sian Henley (Edinburgh) Education and Outreach

Sinhue Torres (Southampton) Finance Group 

Tamsin Gray, (BAS) Education and Outreach

The UKPN is proud to present the 1st workshop of 2010: Investigating Variability in
Polar Climates: Past, Present and Future
Location: University of Leeds 
Date: 8th and 9th of April, 2010. 

The focus of the workshop is on understanding the evolution of Polar climates from deep-
time to the present day in terms of ice-atmosphere-ocean interactions. We also aim to
discuss how Polar climates are likely to evolve in the future. This will be accomplished
through talks by leading academics, interactive discussions and poster presentations.  
Proposed sessions include:
* Polar Meteorology
* Polar Chemistry
* Remote Sensing  of the Cryosphere 
* Modelling of Polar Environments: Climate Modelling
* Modelling of Polar Environments: Ice Sheet Modelling 
* Palaeo-perspectives on Polar Environments
* Future Evolution of Polar Environments

Planned sessions also include advice on how early career polar scientists can engage with
a  general  audience  about  their  research  and  deal  with  criticism from climate  change
sceptics.

We hope to appeal to modellers, experimentalists and observational researchers, across a
range of fields including polar atmospheric chemistry and physics, climate and ice sheet
modelling and polar remote sensing.  

The workshop is aimed at early career scientists such as master students, Ph.D. students
and  post-doctoral  researchers.  It  will  provide  a  fantastic  opportunity  for  peer-to-peer
networking and include a poster session and a workshop dinner. It will promote the sharing



of ideas between early career researchers and encourage new collaborations, but also
increase the technical  and scientific  knowledge of  the participants.  All  participants  are
encouraged  to  present  a  poster,  and  will  be  given  the  opportunity  to  help  in  the
organization of the workshop, such as by chairing sessions.

The event is free for all members of the UK Polar Network and you do not need to be
based in the UK to join the UKPN or to participate in the workshop. The UKPN also has
some funds to support participants' travel and accommodation costs.

We ask interested participants to pre-register by the 10th March 2010 by filling in this
online  survey (http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NN8FCSR).   We ask you to  specify  which
sessions in particular you will be interested in and also give an estimate of funds that you
would require to cover your travel and accommodation expenses.

For more information please see the UKPN website or email leedspolarnet@polarnetwork.org

The workshop series will continue with 'Physical Evidence of Polar
Environmental Change' at Loughborough University in November, and
'Communication of Science' at Aberdeen.

UKPN Merchandise
UKPN Mugs (£5) and Hoodies (£20) are available to order! Please contact Geli
(Angelika.Renner@polarnetwork.org) if you would like one.

Circumpolar Remote Sensing Workshop (Scott Polar Research Institute,
September)
The  11th Circumpolar  Remote  Sensing  Symposium  will  be  held  at  SPRI  on  21-24
September 2010. Taking advantage of the international scope and expertise of this event,
we propose to hold a one-day workshop on the subject of circumpolar remote sensing.
Directed  at  graduate  students,  post-docs  and  other  early  career  researchers,  this
workshop  will  focus  on  spreading  knowledge  in  circumpolar  remote  sensing,  career
development,  and  early  career  networking.  Led  by  academics  presenting  at  CRSS,
sessions in development include open source remote sensing and GIS, imaging climate
change,  and  innovating  new  techniques;  suggestions  from  potential  participants  are
encouraged. The day will  also feature a career mentoring panel made up of advanced
CRSS attendees and will  culminate with the CRSS Icebreaker Reception.  If  you have
questions  or  would  like  to  suggest  a  topic  to  be  covered,  please  email  Allen  at
allen.pope@polarnetwork.org



Science Festival 14th -17th September, Birmingham
UKPN will be running sessions on the theme 'Glaciers & Sea Level':
'As the climate changes, the poles are warming up faster than any other region of the
planet. A huge meltdown has begun and it shows no sign of slowing down. We invite you
to come and find out what is happening to all that melting ice and what it means for all of
us. Sculpt your own glacier and watch how it flows, see what is happening to our oceans
as the polar ice caps melt and test the equipment polar scientists use to survive in extreme
environments.  You will  have the chance to work together with polar scientists in small
groups  and  find  out  what  it  is  really  like  to  work  in  the  coldest,  windiest  and  fastest
changing place on earth. This activity will last 1 hour consisting of three short hands on
activities and a chance to try on polar clothing and ask questions.' The session is still very
much in the early stages of planning and input is welcome. Please contact the Education &
Outreach team if you would like to be involved or might be available to volunteer, should
be a fun week.

Outreach opportunity: IPY Polar Week – 15th March to 19th March 

In  the lead up to the IPY Oslo Science Conference in  June 2010,  the IPY office has
planned a week of activities and events around the theme 'What Happens At the Poles
Affects  Us  All'.  Whether  you  are  a scientist,  student,  young  researcher,  teacher,
artist, educator, parent, or interested for other reasons, there will be a way to join in.
Examples include:
1.  Classroom activities,  taken from the  soon to  be  printed  'Polar  Science  and Global
Climate: An international resource for Education and Outreach'. 
2. launch a virtual balloon to show your involvement and log where you are
3.  organise  or  participate  in  an  international  public  lecture  series:  See
http://apecs.is/outreach
4. watch real-time web-streaming from the State of the Arctic Conference in Miami
5. a wide range of links and resources for you to download

And much more!  Stay  tuned to http://www.ipy.org/hidden/item/2293-march-polar-week-2010-

what-happens-at-the-poles-affects-us-all     for further updates, information and events planned
for the Polar Week.

These weeks are designed as a way for the general public, teachers, and their classes to
learn more about the Polar Regions and connect directly to polar researchers through
simple, fun and accessible activities. We hope you'll join us!
If you have any plans or questions for the March IPY Polar Week, please don't hesitate to
contact Nicola Munro at the IPY International Programme Office (ipy1@bas.ac.uk).
More information on Polar Days can be found at
http://www.ipy.org/component/k2/item/1113
More information about IPY can be found at www.ipy.org

UKPN @ IPY Olso Conference
UKPN is delighted that three abstracts have been accepted to the IPY OSLO conference
Allen Pope will prepare a poster on 'The UKPN and its activities', Geli will prepare a talk on
the Workshop series, and Tamsin has a poster on UKPN outreach activities. 

Finally, a huge thanks to our sponsors & supporters: NERC, BAS, The University of
Leeds, The Sellwood Group for Palaeo-Climatology (Leeds), & Royal Meteorological
Society


