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WORKSHOP NEWS
The UKPN Atmospheric Sciences Workshop, held at the British Antarctic Survey from 29th
April - 1st May 2009, was a huge success. Thirty five early career polar researchers from
around the world came together to present their own research and listen to talks by senior
scientists on their career and on science in the polar regions.Group discussions on the future
of polar research with senior scientists and members of the BAS board of directors gave those
who will go on to shape the future of polar research chance to ask questions of those who
have been doing just that for the last few decades. Career development discussion groups
with polar scientists at various stages of their career allowed for an informal discussion and an
insight into an academic career in polar research.Instrumentation lectures, practical sessions
and informal discussions on measurement techniques above the poles provided a broad
timetable for those interested in field measurements. A computer modelling practical session,
combined with talks on climate, meteorology, extreme weather and the use of statistics, gave
some hands-on experience of computer modelling and encouraged a greater understanding of
models in use.The posters presented by the participants were truly outstanding, with
congratulations to Ingrid Cnossen (BAS), Roisin Commane (University of Leeds), Jonathan
Barichivic (UEA) and Valerie Livina (UEA) for winning prizes.We would like to thank all the
speakers and panellists present for helping to make the workshop such a success, and we
look forward to seeing you at UKPN workshops, network days and educational events in the
future, details of which can be found on the website:www.polarnetwork.orgWe would also like
to thank NERC, the British Antarctic Survey, The Royal Meteorological Society, The Royal
Society of Chemistry and Grimm Aerosol for supporting the event.Helen Atkinson and Tom
Bracegirdle
The aims of the UKPN
workshop series are:
- promote the sharing of ideas
between early career
researchers and encourage
new collaborations
- increase the technical and
scientific knowledge of the
participants
- provide information and
advice on careers in polar
science

…keep reading for
information on the next in our
workshop series…
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UKPN Arctic Marine Early Career workshop, Plymouth 12-13th October 2009:
This workshop is the 2nd in the UKPN Career Skills workshop series and will take place in
Plymouth, UK, on the 12th-13th of October. It will focus on Arctic Marine Sciences and is
organized by Claudia Halsband-Lenk (PML) and Angelika Renner (BAS/UEA). As the other
workshops in this series, it is aimed at young researchers at various career stages (from
undergraduate to early faculty) who are going to be mentored by experienced researchers in the
field.
We are pleased that Plymouth Marine Laboratory will host this event and Prof. Stephen de Mora
will open the workshop with a welcome address. Other confirmed mentors so far are Dr. Cynan
Ellis-Evans (Arctic Office), who will join a discussion round on the future of British Arctic Science,
and Dr. Warwick Vincent (University Laval, Quebec, Canada), an expert in Arctic microbial
ecology, who will provide a Canadian perspective of Arctic Marine Science. Activities will range
from scientific presentations and poster sessions to round table discussions on career paths and
education & outreach, as well as Question and Answer sessions on national and international
collaboration/facilities/logistics and more.
If you would like to know more about the event, get involved in organising it, or express an
interest in attending, please send an email to angelika.renner(at)polarnetwork.org.
more info at: http://www.polarnetwork.org/new/index.php?view=details&id=7%3Aukpn-arcticearly-career-workshop&option=com_eventlist&Itemid=86

UKPN Cryosphere workshop, University of Sheffield 4-6th November 2009:
The 3rd workshop in the UKPN Career Skills Workshop series! The workshop will be themed on
cryospheric sciences and will take place at the University of Sheffield on the 4th-6th of
November.
Topics to be presented at the workshop include remote sensing of ice, ice flow modelling,
hydrology, mass balance studies, snow science, ice core studies, field techniques, paleoclimate, sedimentology/geomorphology and extra-terrestrial ice.
There will be a mix of talks by established researchers on their science and their career paths,
group discussions on career development and practical hands-on sessions.
Education and Outreach
As part of the workshop a training session in education and outreach is being planned. If you are
interested in doing outreach activities this is the session for you! Participants will get the chance
to talk to people who have experience with outreach activities, listen to examples of school talks
and discuss how to communicate science to school children on all levels.
Any questions, send an email to nanna.karlsson(at)polarnetwork.org!
more info at:
http://www.polarnetwork.org/new/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=88&Itemid=8
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Festival of Science UPDATE
UKPN @ British Science Festival, University of Surrey 5-10th September
2009:
On September 5-10th, 2009, scientists and science communicators will be descending on
Guildford University in Surrey for the annual British science Festival. As well as press
conferences, seminars and interviews, the Festival has a range of hands-on activities and
workshops for school students. Last year, the UKPN ran their first Festival workshop in
Liverpool - this year we'll be back. We're running a workshop called "Surviving Antarctica:
Human innovation and endeavor on the Monday and Tuesday:

‘Surviving Antarctica: Human innovation and endeavor Have you ever wondered how
scientists survive in the extreme conditions of the Antarctic? We are hosting a workshop on
how humans can live and work in the coldest, driest, windiest place on earth, focusing on
innovations in materials (used in, for example, clothing and accommodation) and food
technologies. We will present a short talk about working in Antarctica, including a hands-on
demonstration of the equipment used (tents, clothing, safety equipment etc.). During the
presentation, we will discuss how the modern technologies compare to traditional solutions
of the early explorers, and how man has adapted natural solutions evolved by native
wildlife. The talk will then be followed by a short interactive workshop, where the students
are invited to put into practice what they have learnt by brainstorming a design for an
Antarctic ice station, considering structures, materials, human health and environmental
impact.’
If you would like to help teach students about what it is like to live and work in the high
latitudes, and help them design an Antarctic Ice Station, then please get in touch with Kate
Hendry (kathh@earth.ox.ac.uk). Come and join the fun!
more info at: http://www.polarnetwork.org/new/index.php?view=details&id=6%3Aukpn-british-science-festival&option=com_eventlist&Itemid=86
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UKPN @ IGS Symposium on Glaciology in the International Polar Year 2009,
Northumbria University 27-31st July:
The UK Polar Network has several events running in conjunction with this IGS symposium.
UKPN will be hosting an APECs mentoring session during the symposium. There will also be
a UKPN social on the Sunday and a networking event on the Tuesday evening. UKPN will
also be assisting with outreach events with local school children planned for two days of the
conference. For more info and to get involved please contact jennifer.hall@polarnetwork.org
conference website:
http://www.northumbria.ac.uk/sd/academic/sas/sasevents/sasconf/igsintro/
more info at:
http://www.polarnetwork.org/new/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=89&Itemid
=85
Shaping a conference - APECS/UKPN at the IPY Oslo Science Conference, 8-12 June 2010
The IPY Oslo Open Science Conference in June 2010 aims to showcase science and
outreach from the International Polar Year. The program promises to be exciting and APECS
(and UKPN!) members are heavily involved in drawing up a list of sessions and organising
events around and during the conference. A couple of weeks ago, the steering committee met
and Hugues Lantuit and Jenny Baeseman were there to represent our interests. APECS is
lining up a whole range of activities and opportunities for young scientists, and it's a great
opportunity for you to get involved!
To get young scientists better included in the conference, the session organisers will be asked
to make sure that there is a good balance between senior and young researchers presenting.
But that's only the start: Each session should have two chairs and a young scientist as coconvener, i.e. third chair! A great chance to have a view behind the scene and get yourself out
there! If you think you're up for it, let us now! It will help us when it's time to suggest
conveners.
APECS have funding for a 2-day career skills workshop prior to the conference, a fun SpeedNetworking event, and managed to draw 400 stipends for young researchers out of the
conference budget. Amazing! There will be session reporting on which APECS members will
take a lead and compile papers for publication in high profile journals. And of course, we will
have an APECS lounge to meet other members and a place for job ads and for you to post
your CVs.
If all that sounds ace to you too and you want to help making this happen, drop us a line!
Either to the UKPN committee, to APECS, or to me (angelika.renner@polarnetwork.org) and
I'll pass it on.
More info is on the conference website: http://www.ipy-osc.no/
and on the APECS webpages: http://apecs.arcticportal.org/index.php/apecs-meetings-aevents/details/49-apecs-at-ipy-oslo-science-conference.html
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NERC Arctic Programme Meeting, 13 May 2009 Birmingham - Angelika Renner
represented the UKPN at this meeting, here is her report:
NERC held a town meeting in May to develop and discuss the scientific focus of a potential
new Arctic research program. Seizing the opportunity to get UKPN involved right at the
beginning of such a major effort, I applied and was offered a place to represent us young
scientists.
Round about 120 researchers from all over the UK gathered in Birmingham. Tim Jickells
(UEA), one of the NERC theme leaders, chaired the meeting. A series of introductory talks
across all fields of Arctic research, highlighting current Arctic research in the UK and potential
directions for the new research program, set the scene. Then, in the afternoon, we were split
up into groups for themes breakout sessions. During these session, key processes to be
investigated under a new program were identified in four broad categories: physical processes
and climate, marine biogeochemistry, terrestrial biogeochemistry, and geohazards. More
detailed information is here: http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/themes/news/090513/report.asp.
The NERC theme leaders present at the meeting then put together a proposal for a NERC
Arctic research program. The outcome of that will be known in late 2009.
It was great to follow the first steps towards a new program, and we will make sure to keep an
eye on and contribute to future developments!
The UKPN Committee consists of volunteers from across the UK.
At the moment the majority of the committee are PhD students:
Alison Banwell, (SPRI, Cambridge) Secretary and Web
Allen Pope,(SPRI, Cambridge) Web and Workshops
Angelika Renner,(East Anglia/ BAS) Finance group
Emma Irvine, (Reading) Education and Outreach
Helen Atkinson, (BAS/ East Anglia) Career
Jennifer Hall, (Sheffield) Secretary and Newsletter editor
Kate Hendry, (Oxford) Education and Outreach
Libby Jones, (East Anglia) Vice-coordinator
Nanna B. Karlsson,(Hull /BAS) Coordinator and webmaster
Richard Gravelle, (Loughborough) Education and Outreach
Sian Henley (Edinburgh)

Website: Please take a look at the

ever‐evolving website and help create
an online UKPN community:
www.polarnetwork.org
We would like to encourage members to
submit a short profile of their interests
and current projects, and also to submit
articles to the website on anything you
think may be interesting to other Polar
people! Been to an interesting
conference? Write it up and share with
the rest of us on the website… Spotted
an interesting weblink ‐ share it with us!
Register with the webpage using the
button on the left hand side to be able
to upload your articles.

Sinhue Torres, (Southampton) Finance Group - Finance Co-ordinator
Tamsin Gray, (BAS) Education and Outreach

